
the support and coopera-
tion of SUNO’s faculty, 
staff, and students in orga-
nizing some of its special 
programs. In this effort, it 
is gratifying to note the 
efforts of various faculty 
and staff who have taken 
the initiative to organize 
and/or coordinate campus 
and community events in 
their respective disciplines 
and fields of research and 
study. In the spring 2008 
semester, there were three 
such events: the “Global 
Women’s Forum” held on 
April 1, 2008, organized by 
Dr. Lora Helvie-Mason 
and Mrs. Melonee Griggs; 
the Public Lecture by 
Molefi Asante Jr. held on 
February 15, 2008, coordi-
nated by Dr. George 
Amedee and the Addison 
C. Carey Political Science 
Club, and the Cultural 
Diversity Workshop held 
on February 21, 2008 or-
ganized by Ms. Linda Hill 
and Mrs. Josephine 
Okoronkwo. Let me take 
this opportunity to thank 
these colleagues for pro-
moting the intellectual and 
institutional mission of the 
Center and to encourage 
other faculty and staff who 
might be contemplating 
the undertaking of such 
initiatives. 
 

  Africana Studies has en-
joyed another prosperous 
year. Enrollments in un-
dergraduate courses con-
tinue to thrive. A total of 
386 undergraduates were 
enrolled in Africana stud-
ies courses this year. A 
survey of students con-
ducted in the Fall con-
firmed that interest in Af-
rican and African Ameri-
can studies (AAAS) is sub-
stantial and deep on our 
campus. Of the students 
surveyed over 50% took 
AAAS courses out of gen-
eral interest, while less 
than 15% elected to take 
an AAAS class to fulfill the 
University’s general course 
requirement. The Center 
plans to submit a proposal 
to recommend to the Uni-
versity that the curricu-
lum in the African and 
African American Studies 
be upgraded from a minor 
to a major in the near fu-
ture. We believe that such 
a positive development 
will strengthen and ex-
pand our interdisciplinary 
curriculum as well as our 
efforts to teach and re-
search the global Black 
experience by providing 
our students with greater 
resources to study African 
people throughout the Di-
aspora. 

  During this past year, the 
range of programs and 
events organized by the 
Center has expanded con-
siderably. We were able to 
organize and/or coordinate 
32 events, including lec-
ture series, dance, films, 
poetry, exhibits, musical 
performances, and dra-
matic presentations. We 
have launched two new 
sets of activities in addi-
tion to the traditional an-
nual Black History Month 
programs and Kwanzaa 
celebration. These include 
the Africana Film Series 
and the Cultural Diversity 
Workshop. The highlights 
of this year’s Black History 
Month activities included 
a keynote address on 
“African American Poli-
tics, Art, and Culture” by 
Amiri Baraka and a lec-
ture “Uncovering African 
rhythms through Poetic 
Voice” by Molefi Asante 
Jr. We did carry out a va-
riety of major activities 
such as the stabilization 
and conservation of our 
antiquity collection. We 
are fortunate to have an 
energetic staff that has 
helped the Center to 
achieve its goal for spring 
2008. 
  As always, the Center 
will continue to depend on 
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Akuko is an Igbo word for “good news” or “story”.   
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The Conservation of the African Art Collection 
at Southern University at New Orleans: 

 Summary of Work Completed 
were supplemented with 
written material. 
 
The primary goals of 
Phase 1 have included cre-
ating a stable environment 
within the storage facility 
in order to reduce the pos-
sibility of continual mold 
growth, removing the 
thick, multicolored mold 
that covers the majority of 

the artifacts, 
reducing the 
heavy corro-
sion on the 
metal arti-
facts, and re-
housing the 
s t a b i l i z e d 
artifacts in 
a r c h i v a l 
housing in 
preparation 
for transport 
and possible 
f u r t h e r 

treatment. 
 
To date, over 300 objects 
out of the 728 artifacts 
counted by University staff 
during the recovery proc-
ess have been cleaned, sta-
bilized and re-housed in 
archival housing. Cleaning 
methods have involved 
vacuuming inactive mold, 
bacteria, and salt efflores-

cence from the sur-
faces of basketry, 
wooden statues, mu-
sical instruments, 
ceramic pots, and tex-
tiles using HEPA 

Subm i t t ed 
by Susie 
S e b o r g , 
Southern Art 
C o n s e r v a -
tion, LLC 

 

Work on 
site be-
gan in 

November 2007.  The first 
several weeks were spent 
organizing the space, a 
process which entailed in-
stalling a shelving system 
to receive the cleaned arti-
facts, rewiring the electric-
ity to accommodate sev-
eral vacuum cleaners, set-
ting up designated work 
stations for vacuuming, 
photography and packing, 
and re-arranging the 
densely laid artifacts to 
facilitate set-up and safe 
delivery of the supplies. 
Four graduate students 
began working on site on 
Dec 10th, 2007. All stu-
dents received training for 
handling, photographing 
and vacuuming the ob-

j e c t s , 
a n d 
t h e s e 
training 
sessions 

(High Efficiency Particu-
late Air) vacuum cleaners, 
and reducing heavy corro-
sion on numerous metal 
ceremonial weapons using 
mechanical methods. Each 
artifact is documented be-
fore and after treatment 
using both written and 
photographic documenta-
tion methods. Re-housing 
has involved creating cus-
tom-made supports out of 
inert materials, placing 
the artifacts with the asso-
c i a t e d 
s u p -
ports in 
l a r g e 
a c i d -
f r e e 
c o r r u -
g a t e d 
b o x e s , 
and as-
signing 
e a c h 
artifact 
a tem-
porary accession number 
for tracking purposes. 
 
The enthusiasm and com-
mitment of the students 
has been invaluable to the 
success of the project.  I 
anticipate a smooth con-
tinuation of the project as 
we begin to stabilize and 
clean the more damaged 
and soiled artifacts in the 
upcoming weeks, and look 
foreword to reporting on 
the progress of the collec-
tion. 

Susie at work at the Mande-
ville Artifacts storage facility 

Graduate students 
working with conser-
vator, Susie Seborg, 
in Mandeville.  They 
have been on site 
since December 2007. 

A Museum Studies 
graduate student sur-
veys artifacts 



Submitted by Linda Hill, 
Curator/Archivist 
 
The Office of the Curator has accomplished 
the following activities: 
 
• Donor’s awards 
ceremony in Febru-
ary 
• Lectured on the 
protocol adminis-
tered saving the Af-
rican antiquities and 
museum governance 
in Dr. Belhkir’s Re-
search Methods 
class. 
• Gave talks to 
two visiting Trio 
students from Ten-
nessee and New 
York touring the 
CAAAS center. 
• The CAAAS cu-
rator served on the 
Honors and Awards Committee, Women’s History 
Committee, and the committee to bring Dr. Julia 
Hare to the campus. 
CAAAS received to major donations 

1. A collection of texts on Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King from Dr. Felix James 
2. A collection of texts on African American 
Culture and Art from Mrs. Florence Borders 

Curator’s Report 
Cultural Diversity Day #3 

February 21, 2008 
An Analysis of the Role of Culture 

and Politics among Mainstream Af-
rican America 

 
The CDD panelists were Dr. Felix James, Dr. 
George Amedee, Dr. Sudipta Das, Mrs. Jose-
phine Okoronkwo, Dr. Sara Hollis, and Dr. 
Mostafa Elaasar. They discussed America’s 
cultural heritage and social economic pro-
gress concerning civilizing development and 
how this has been exhibited and taught in 
galleries, institutions, universities, schools, 
exhibit halls of museums and civic organiza-
tions all around the world. This third round-
table presented a challenge to investigate 
and observe the continuing problematic 
stance on the topic of cultural interpretation 
and representation. Moreover recognition 
was focused on the responsibility to observe 
and manage combinations of new and exist-
ing historical research, among changing tech-
nologies and yet sustain the principles of our 
civic engagement. 

Archives Update 
Publications 
Mrs. Rosanna Guisti, SUNO Reference Librarian, announces that, after a number of 

snafus involving the hiring of a new web master and a complete redesign of the uni-

versity's web policies, the New Orleans Historical and Cultural Review has finally 

been posted online. There is a publication from Center staff filed with the Library of Congress this week 

for an ISSN number for the journal.   

Volume one is posted at   http://www.suno.edu/docs/NOHCRVolumeOneIssueOneWEB.pdf.  It can also be 

accessed via the university website News Announcements page for April 15, 2008. The work on Volume 2 

(Continued on page 11) 

Linda Hill (2nd from right) pre-
sent Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and 
Elena Piazza (left) with a donor’s 
award during the Black History 
Month Closing Ceremony, Febru-
ary 2008. 
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Programming and Outreach: How Black Studies can make a difference 

who put on presentations at Sophie 
B. Wright Charter School during 
our kickoff for Ma’afa Awareness 
back in November 2007.  I also had 
the privilege of working with Mrs. 
Nicole Bajoie, drama teacher at 
Sophie B. Wright, and Ms. Jamani 
Andrews, dance teacher at Sophie 
B., who truly and fully embraced 
our 2007 Kwanzaa Festival and did 
such a remarkable job with their 
talented students who entertained 
us in their festive garb and beautiful 

and infectious en-
thusiasm.  You can 
read on in our 
Spring 2008 Cen-
ter Newsletter to 
learn more about 
the programs and 
outreach we have 
accomplished. 

We hope to see 
you at our next 
event in the near 
future! 

A K U K O  

Over the last several months, the Of-
fice of Programming and Outreach has 
rendered numerous programming and 
outreach opportunities here at SUNO 
and Sophie B. Wright Charter School.  
It has been an endeavor that has 
proven to be worthwhile and gratify-
ing to see young people engage in 
Black studies in creative ways, which 
definitely proves that students are 
hungry for knowledge and desire ven-

ues and resources that will certify that to be 
Black is to be more than what a stereotype 
limits you to be.  
And yet, we still 
have more to do.  
One of the most 
discouraging things I 
have heard from a 
college age student 
is that he considers 
a Black person to be 
a sellout if they 
make more than 
$30,000 a year, to 
which that is what 
he aspires to in order to “keep it real”.  This 
is truly an attestation that so many of our 
Black youth struggle with what they believe 
to be Black, even more so a successful Black 
person.  We must challenge their methods of 
thinking and try to understand the root 
causes of this type of psychology in order to 
intercede a refined, esteemed perspective in 
the midst of this cultural discourse. 

This year, we have had the pleasure of work-
ing with Antoinette Harrell, local genealogist, 
and Umar Bey, facilitator and owner of the 
Black Inventors and Scientists Museum, Inc., 

Drama students from Sophie B. 
Wright performing their Kwanzaa skit 

at the 2008 Kwanzaa Festival 

A Quote to 
Ponder 

 
He who is  

reluctant to 
recognize me 
opposes me. 

— 
Frantz Fanon 
(1925-1961) 

Melonee Griggs 
Program Coordinator and 

Outreach Specialist 



2008 Black History Month: Pictures and Highlights 
 
 

The incompa-
rable and leg-
endary Amiri 

Baraka served 
as the keynote 

speaker for 
the Center’s 
2008 Black 

History Month 
Opening Cere-

mony 

Molefi Asante 
Jr., renowned 

poet and 
scholar takes 

questions from 
the audience 
after his per-

formance. 

Baraka admir-
ing the Black 

History Month 
exhibit, 

“Picturing Us, 
Loving Us”, by 

our very own 
Gus Bennett, 

Jr. 

2008 National Theme 
Carter G. Woodson and the  Origins of Multiculturalism 

Linda Hill (middle), 
Curator/Archivist 

of the CAAAS, and 
Dr. Romanus 

Ejiaga (far right), 
Director of the 

CAAAS, present a 
plaque of apprecia-
tion to Dr. Gregory 
Gex, who is the son 

of former SUNO 
Chancellor, Dr. 

Robert Gex. 

Eddie Francis, Interim Director of 
Public Relations, and his son, Ste-
ven (left), enjoy the music and 
camaraderie during the Closing 
Ceremony; 
________________________________ 
 

Members of the Rebirth Brass 
Band (right) jazz things up during 

the Closing Ceremony 

Josephine Okoronkwo 
(right), Director of the 
Student Development 
Center and hostess of 
the African Fashion 
Show during the 
Black History Month 
Closing Ceremony, 
introduces Dr. Fawn 
Ukpolo (left), wife of 
SUNO’s Chancellor, 
Dr. Victor Ukpolo. 

Uchechi Ezumah, 
the sister-in-law of 
Mrs. Okoronkwo, 
shows off her Afri-
can attire during the 
fashion show.  She 
and her husband 
were visiting from 
Sweden during the 
close of our Black 
History Month cele-
bration. 
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MLK Unity March 
On April 4, in honor of the 40th year observance 
of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
Center for African and African American Studies 
in conjunction with the Closing Ceremony of In-
ternational Week, presented by the Student De-
velopment Center, held a Unity March on the 
Lake Campus.  Students, faculty, staff, and admini-
stration came together to honor King’s legacy and 
contributions to humanity.  Dr. Victor Ukpolo, 
Chancellor of SUNO, gave a speech at the conclu-
sion of the march. 

Sudipta Das, Associate 
Professor of History, 
and Dr. Xiongya Gao, 
Associate Professor of 
English. 
 
The event was held 
April 1 in Building 43, a 
day after the close of 
Women ’ s  H i s t o r y 
Month.  “We wanted to 

make a 
s t a t e -
m e n t 
with our 
program 
t h a t 
Women’s 
H i s t o r y 
M o n t h 
j u s t 
d oe sn ’ t 

end at March 31.  The celebra-
tion of women, regardless of 
race, ethnicity, sexual orienta-

tion, and religion 
continues every-
day.  The culture 
of women cannot 
be confined and 
observed strictly 
to one month,” 
says Melonee 
G r i g g s  c o -
organizer of the 

panel and Program Coordinator for 
the Center for African 
and African American 
Studies. 

Dr. Lora Helvie-Mason, Assis-
tant Professor of Speech, and 
Mrs. Melonee Griggs, Pro-
gram Coordinator for the 
Center for African and African 
American Studies, developed 
the “Global Women’s Forum: 
Women Creating a Connec-
tion Through Global Dia-
logue”.  The panel consisted 
of Mrs. Melonee Griggs, Dr. 

Global Women’s Forum Explores the International connection between women 

We aren't engaged in any negative protest and in any negative arguments with anybody. We are saying that we are 
determined to be men. We are determined to be people...We are saying that we are God's children. And that we are 

God's children, we don't have to live like we are forced to live.—Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Human Rights Film Screening Hosted by CAAAS 
The Center for 
African and 
African Ameri-
can Studies at 
Southern Uni-
versity at New 
O r l e a n s 
(SUNO) part-
nered with the 
New Orleans 
International 
Human Rights 
Film Festival 
for their 5th 
annual event, 
for a special 
screening in SUNO’s Health 
and Physical Education Build-

ing on April 15, 
2008.   
 
J o r d a n 
Flaherty, film 
festival director 
and one of the 
charter organiz-
ers of the festi-
val, believed it 
was important 
to have a 
screening at 
SUNO because 
of the campus’ 
own challenges 

following Hurricane Katrina.   
“I think it was a highlight of 
the fest.  In fact, I think the 
fest exists for events like this 
one” says Flaherty. 

Founded in 2003 by New 
Orleans artists and activists, 
the festival’s mission is to 
nurture the city's human 
rights community, support-
ing the work of local organiz-
ers and organizations in-
volved in these struggles, 
and providing a forum for 
artistic expression of local 
and international issues.  
Festival organizers saw a 
need for a space where local 
activists and artists could 
frame the debate on these 
issues. 

Nearly a hundred people 
streamed into SUNO’s gym, the 
only building reopened since 
Hurricane Katrina. “We believe 
that every space is right for dis-
cussion of these issues, because 
they are fundamental to all of 
our lives.  For SUNO students 
and faculty/staff, the issues of a 
just rebuilding of New Orleans  - 
which is a fundamental human 
rights issue that we focus on in 
the festival - is especially rele-
vant, given the state of SUNO's 
rebuilding as compared to other 
campuses across the city.  This 
kind of inequality is exactly the 
kind of issue we discuss,” noted 
Flaherty. 
 
For this exciting and informa-
tive screening which featured 
two short films, one by our city’s 
very own, Broderick Webb.  His 

film, Cut Off, 
gave an in-
sider’s view of 
the  publ ic 
housing pro-
tests at the 
New Orleans 
City Hall dur-
ing a city 
council meet-
ing in Decem-
ber 2007. 
 
Friends and 
Families of 

Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children 
(FFLIC) also presented a short film 
titled Stopping the School to Prison 
Pipeline.  This documentary ex-
plained the school to prison pipeline 
as it has been defined by FFLIC, 
students, and community activists.  
It also gave concrete solutions to 
stopping the school to prison pipeline 
in New Orleans.  “The Human 
Rights Film Festival is important to 
grassroots organizations like  
FFLIC, because it gives us the op-
portunity to visually share our mes-
sage with the hopes that folks will be 
moved enough to join our move-
ment,” says Damekia Morgan, Direc-
tor of FFLIC.  
 
You can learn more about the 
New Orleans International Hu-
man Rights Film Festival by 
visiting their website at  
http://nolahumanrights.org 

A K U K O  

Ashana Bigard (left), 
community organizer 
of FFLIC, and Dame-
kia Morgan (right), 
Director of FFLIC 

Broderick Webb 
honoring those who 
helped with the film 

Rebecca Snedeker, 
local filmmaker, 
served as the 
screening’s facilita-
tor along with 
Melonee Griggs. 
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A K U K O  

Affiliated Faculty and Staff Activities 
M r s . 

Melonee 

Gr iggs , 
P r o g r a m 
Coordina-
tor of the 
Center for 

African and African 
American Studies at-
tended the 71st Annual 
Convention of the Col-
lege Language Associa-
tion, in Charleston, SC, 
April 9-12, whose theme 
was “(Re)Roots and (Re)
Routes: Transatlantic 
Connections in Lan-
guage and Literature”.  
This summer, she will be 
presenting a scholarly 
paper at the biennial 
Toni Morrison Society 
Conference in Charles-
ton, SC July 24-27 whose 
theme is “Toni Morrison 
and Modernism”.  The 
Society is a non-profit lit-
erary organization that 
consists of scholars and 
lay readers of Morrison’s 
works from around the 
world. The mission of the 
organization is to initiate, 
sponsor, and encourage 
critical dialogue, scholar-
ship, publications, confer-
ences, and other projects 
devoted to the study of 
the life and works of Toni 

Morrison. Mrs. Griggs’ pa-
per is titled “Jumping for 
the Sun While Landing on 
the Grass: The Inescapable 
Connection of the Natural 
in the Development of the 
Black Self in Song of Solo-
mon”.  The Modern Lan-
guage Association (MLA) 
has also accepted her ab-
stract for a scholarly paper 
for a special topics panel on 
Paul Laurence Dunbar’s 
protest literature at the 
Modern Language Associa-
tion’s 124th annual conven-
tion in San Francisco, CA.  
The working title of the pa-
per is “My Sort O’ Man: 
The Scope of Black Man-
hood in Paul Laurence 
Dunbar’s “The Strength of 
Gideon” and “One Man’s 
Fortunes””. 
  Upcoming projects include 
a grant proposal to the Na-
tional Endowment of the 
Humanities Educational 
Programs Unit, as well as a 
Black studies infusion cur-
riculum for middle and 
high schools. 
 
Mrs. Linda Hill, Cura-
tor/Archivist for the Center 
for African and African 
American Studies, served 
as a guest lecturer for a 
panel discussion entitled 
“What are We Saying? – 

Discovering How People of 
African Descent are Inter-
preted at Louisiana Planta-
tion Sites”, May 3, 2008.  
The event was sponsored by 
Louisiana’s Office of State 
Parks, Department of Cul-
ture, Recreation and Tour-
ism, and the Office of the 
Lieutenant Governor.   Hill 
continues with the produc-
tion of the module for Dr. 
George Amedee’s URAP 
(Universities Rebuilding 
American Partnerships) 
grant.  She has contributed 
CAAAS information for the 
NCATE certification initia-
tive, and has completed the 
African and African Ameri-
can Family Cultural Inter-
pretations and Connections 
curriculum. 
 
In the fall of 2007, Mr. 

Norbert Davidson, As-
sociate Professor of Eng-
lish, has coordinated the 
development and proposal 
for the restoration of Eng-
lish program which will be 
presented to the Louisiana 
Board of Regents.  David-
son serves on the Editorial 
Board of Africana Studies 
Review and the CAAAS 
Advisory Board.  Through-
out the last year,  Mr. 
Davidson served on the 
QEP Committee on Individ-
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ual Attention in 
Teaching & Learning, 
the SACS Compliance 
Certification Task 
Force subcommittee 
on Undergraduate 
Educational Pro-
grams, and the SACS 
Compliance Certifica-
tion Task Force sub-
committee on Student 
Affairs & Services.  
He also served as a 
faculty mentor for the 
freshman mentor pro-
g r a m ,  L A M P S 
(Leadership and Men-
toring Program for 
Students). 
 
Dr .  Chester 

Mills, Associate Pro-
fessor of English, 
traveled to Vancouver, 
British Columbia 
June 21-23 2007 to 
attend the American 
Family Therapy Asso-
ciation (AFTA) confer-
ence. In December 
2008, Mills’ chapter 
on George Eliot will 
appear  in  The 
Cervantean Heritage: 
Reception and Influ-
ence of Cervantes in 
Britain, published by 
the Modern Humani-
ties Research Associa-
tion. 
 
 

Dr. Felix James, 
Professor of History, 
was awarded the 
SUNO Community 
Service award and a 
Departmental award 
for Teaching Excel-
lence. 
 
Dr. Romanus 

Ejiaga, Associate 
Professor of Africana 
Studies/History and 
Director of the Center 
for African and Afri-
can American Studies, 
has recently com-
pleted three entries, 
“African American 
Music in New Orleans 
from 1776 – 1919”, for 
publication in the En-
cyclopedia of African 
Ameri can  Music 
(Greenwood Publish-
ing Group, Inc.).  His 
article “HBCUs in 
New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina” 
has also been accepted 
by the editorial board 
of the Africana Stud-
ies Review. He also 
successfully submitted 
a book manuscript en-
titled Dynamics of Di-
plomacy and War in 
Pre-Colonial Africa  to 
Edwin Mellen Press, 
which has been ac-
cepted for publication.  
The book examines 

It’s a fact: Faculty who 

are involved in research 

and networking/

professional activities 

outside of their 

classroom add to the 

improved quality of 

education for their 

students and 

reputation of their 

institution. 

the importance of 
military affairs in pre
-colonial Igboland of 
Southern Nigeria 
within the larger 
framework of African 
history, society, and 
culture.  In October 
2007, he attended 
the National Confer-
ence of African Stud-
ies Association in 
New York City.  
Ejiaga also served as 
a panelist for a 
roundtable discus-
sion on the Black 
Family at the Na-
tional Council for 
Black Studies Con-
ference in Atlanta, 
Georgia, in March 
2008.  The SUNO 
College of Arts and 
Sciences awarded 
him 2007-2008 Pub-
lication/Scholarship 
Award. 
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CAAAS Book Recommendations 
The Black Nation 
Novel: Imagining 
Homeplaces in 
Early African-
American Litera-
ture 
By Adenike 
Marie Davidson 

 
A Freedom Bought 
With Blood: Afri-
can American War 
Literature from the 
Civil War to World 
War II by Jennifer 
C. James 
 

 
Slave Songs and the Birth of Afri-
can American Poetry by Lauri 
Ramey 
 

 
Becoming African 
in America: Race 
and Nation in the 
Early Black At-
lantic by James 
Sidbury 
 
 

 
Central Africans, Atlantic Cre-
oles, and the Foundation of the 
Americas (1585-1660) by Linda 
M. Heywood 
 

 
Joining Places: 
Slave Neighbor-
hoods in the Old 
South  
by Anthony E. 
Kaye 
 

 
Incognegro  

by Mat Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brother, I’m Dy-
ing by Edwidge 

Danticat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Heart Does Not 

Bend by Makeda 
Silvera 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The New Moons 
Arms by Nalo 

Hopkinson 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A Killing in This 
Town by Olym-

pia Vernon 
 

A K U K O  



Black History Facts for April 

} 1—Hampton Institute founded in 1868 

} 2—Marvin Gaye born on this day in 
1939. 

} 7—Booker T. Washing commemorative 
stamp published on this day in 1940. 

} 9—Richard Allen, founder of the AME 
church, elected as the first bishop in 
1816. 

} 22—Oscar James Dunn is elected as the 
1st Black Lieutenant Governor of Louisi-
ana in 1868 and becomes the 1st Black 
to hold an executive position in the 
United States  
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October 2007 

Su M Tu W Th Fr Sa
 1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

May 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Black History Facts for May  

} 1—Gwendolyn Brooks is the first African 
American to win a Pulitzer Prize for her 
book, Annie Allen. 

} 3—Septima Poinsetta Clark (1898(, Can-
ada Lee (1907), and James Brown (1933)
born on this day 

} 17—The Prayer Pilgrimage, a civil rights 
demonstration for the Voting Rights Act, 
led by Martin Luther King, Jr. was held in 
Washington, D.C. in 1957with over 
15,000 in attendance 

} 31—The NAACP holds its first confer-
ence in New York in 1909. 

Black History Facts for June 
} 5—James Meredith, the first African 

American to graduate from University of 
Mississippi (Ole Miss), launches a cam-
paign to register 450,000 Blacks in Mis-
sissippi in 1966. 

} 9—MetaVeaux Warrick-Fuller, African 
American sculptor, born on this day in 
1877. 

} 18—Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Cor-
etta Scott were married in Marion, AL in 
1953. 

} 26—Peter Marshall Murray, a Howard 
Unviersity Medical School graduate, be-
comes the first African American to serve 
on the American Medical Association’s 
House of Delegations 

June 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

has begun.  

Archives, Dr. Bashful’s personal papers, and the Education Building Mural  
 
A timeline and progress update has been obtained and almost completed for the Archive that was 
housed  
in the Leon Washington Library on the second floor.  The Archives have been stored storage on 
Southern University at New Orleans’ North Campus at 6801 Press Drive in Trailers. After remedia-
tion and stabilization they will be transferred to SUNO’s Mandeville stabilization facility. 
 
Dr. Bashful’s papers were located in the Multi Purpose Building‘s storage area. The papers were also 
damaged severely by hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The same process is in progress for Dr. Bashful’s 
personal papers.  These papers were recently rescued at the beginning of the spring 2008 semester 
and this restoration process is continuing. 
enter for African and African American Studies for Southern University at New Orleans has been 
working with Dr. Gerald Williams Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance to save the se-
verely compromised historical mural in the education building painted by students and faculty over 
twenty five years ago.  

(Continued from page 3) 



Addresses current national/world 
affairs, culture, science, religion, 
politics, entertainment, and lit-
erature (including graphic nov-
els) 

§ 
Let’s Talk Honestly 
http://glciii.wordpress.com 
 
“Black News, and Black Views” 
 
A daily dose of headlines perti-
nent to the African American 
community 

§ 
Acting White 
http://actingwhite.blogspot.com 
“’Acting White’ explores the diffi-
cult and taboo subjects influencing 
racism, and Black underperfor-
mance.” 
 
Featured on BBC World Service 
and National Public Radio’s 
(NPR) News and Notes  

§ 
NoDoBe: Black Health, Love, 
Sex 
http://nodobe.blogspot.com 
 
“NoDoBe aims to be a catalyst for 
promoting personal and profes-
s i o n a l  i n t r o s p e c t i o n  & 
‘extrospection’. Our domain will 
provide a view into both current 
and historical pop culture. Also, as 
a gift to you we offer personal web 
counseling sessions for people who 
are seeking advice for their per-

People of 
African de-
scent from 
across the 
world are 
closing the 
digital di-
vide, espe-
cially with 
the influx of 
Black blog-

gers.    Witty, provocative, and 
insightful, Black bloggers are 
offering a new take on informa-
tion sharing and networking in 
a high tech age.  Many of the 
sites offer an alternative slant to 
headlines from across the world, 
while others offer insight into 
communities and interests that 
have often not been associated 
with Black culture.  Black blog-
ging is so popular, the creation 
of the Black Weblog Awards 
w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  2 0 0 5 
(BlackWeblogAwards.com), so be 
sure to check the 2007 winners 
for an array of Black bloggers in 
the digital world.  Here are a 
few that we found that may be 
of interest: 
 
Afro Nerd 
http://afronerd.blogspot.com 
 
“A new and needed sanctuary for 
people of color with intellectual 
and artistic pursuits.” 
 

sonal and completely anonymous 
life questions.” 

§ 
Multiple Shades of You Online 
http://msoy.blogspot.com 
 
Information about websites that 
positively impact the Black Dias-
pora. 

§ 
The Second Book of  
Asabagna 
http://asabagna.wordpress.com 
 
“The global perspectives of an afro-
centric Pentecostal—Commentaries 
on religion, politics, culture, society, 
and life” 

§ 
Black Online Entrepreneurs 
http://urbanboe.blogspot.com 
 
Black Online Entrepreneurs is a 
virtual space that supports Afri-
can American Small Businesses & 
Black Professionals 
 
 
Want to get your blog on?  
Check out Blog-
ger.com and 
Word-
press.com.   
Publicize your 
blog by register-
ing at Tech-
norati.com 

Black blogs offer a new spin for 

diasporic voices of color 



 Interested in the African American Studies Minor? 

 
African American Studies minor provides an interdisciplinary study of the Black experience in Africa and the 
Americas. The minor is designed to bring together students from diverse backgrounds and curricula who share a 
common interest in the global experience of African people. It is intended for students interested in exploring as-
pects of the Black Experience in ways that relate to their own major field of study. Students who declare a minor in 
African American Studies need to complete 18 credit hours of course work covering at least two different disciplines 
and including the following: 
  
Required Courses (12 credit hours) 

 African American History (HIST 351) 

 African American History (HIST 352) 

 History of Africa (HIST 354) 

 Introduction to African and African American Studies (HUMA 110) 
 

Elective Courses  
Category A: Three hours may be selected from the following 100 or 200 level courses or other approved courses 
from various departments in consultation with program director. (ENGL 255, ENGL 256, ENGL 257, EDGN 276, 
ENGL 258, MUSC 244, SOCL 221, HUMA 314, HUMA 315, GEO 111, SOWK 270) 
 
Category B: Three hours selected from upper division courses in consultation with program director (FIAR 354, 
FIAR 450, FIAR 489, FREN 440, HIST 306, HIST 351, HIST 352, HIST 354, HIST 355, HIST 356, HIST 359, HIST 
375, HIST 405, HIST 407, HIST 409, HIST 411, HIST 412, HIST 416, HIST 470, HIST 475, HUMA 451, HUMA 
453, INTL 460, PHIL 314, POLI 310, POLI 390, POLI 430, POLI 432, PSYC 344, SOCL 320, SOCL 340, SOCL 
346). The sequence of lower- and upper-division courses gives the student a well-balanced analysis of the varied 
aspects of the Black past. 
 

 
 
 

For more information, contact Dr. Romanus Ejiaga,  
Director of the Center for African and African American Studies, at 504-286-5006. 
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